OWLS Winter Newsletter 2021
Welcome to the OWLS 2021 mid-winter newsletter. We are already past the shortest day,
and the mornings are brighter and the days longer.
Thank you for signing up to be an OWLS member in 2021 - we hope you feel part of the
OWLS community and that our calendar of events is exciting and attractive.
OWLS AGM + 2021 COMMITTEE
The OWLS AGM was held at Ombrellos on 3 March 2021.
We farewelled several OWLS stalwarts Karen Billinghurst, Alison Douglass, Joy Liddicoat
and Jenny Ross, and welcomed new and returning members Grace Ockwell (Convener),
Natalia Dowrick (Deputy-Convener). Elizabeth Rutherford (Lizzy)(Secretary), Georgia
Stumbles (Treasurer), and General Committee Members: Astrid Bond, Catherine Donaldson,
Hayley Galvin, Melissa (Central Otago), Kate McLay, Jessie Paterson, Jeanne Snelling and
Grace Titter.
The guest speaker at the AGM was Rachel Brooking, an OWLS member and previously a
Dunedin practitioner who is now a Labour Member of Parliament. Rachel shared with us her
entertaining journey into politics which started at a very young age.
SOCIAL EVENTS
Thank you to all of you who attended the Meet the Committee function held at Carousel on
29 March where in addition to the appetising platters there were delicious non-alcoholic
cocktails.
So far this year, we’ve held three Coffee Catch-ups in Dunedin: Coffee Catch-up 1 (Dog with
Two Tails), Coffee Catch up 2 (Side-on), Coffee Catch up 3 (Precinct) and one Coffee
Catch-up in both Wanaka and Queenstown. Hosted by 2 OWLS committee members,
they’re a great way to catch up with other practitioners informally and enjoy a
coffee/slice/muffin on OWLS. We plan on holding Coffee Catch-ups every month so keep an
eye out for the email invitation.

The Mid-winter Dinner at Etrusco was a lively, noisy and very well attended event with over
40 OWLS attending. Here are some photos of the occasion.

ADMISSION CEREMONIES
One of the highlights of being on the OWLS committee is attending the admission
ceremonies of new solicitors, listening to their first address to the court and letting them

know what OWLS offers. Dunedin ceremonies are heart-warming because of the small
number of admittees at any one ceremony and the care taken by the Otago Branch of the
NZLS to make their days special. (Welcome, goodies bag, morning/afternoon tea and
opportunity to socialise with the presiding judge and with other newly admitted solicitors and
their whānau)

LIFE MEMBER - BOOK LAUNCH
OWLS was thrilled to support the launch of OWLS Life member Rosemary Riddell’s book “To
Be Fair” held at Marks & Worth on 17 June 2021. To Be Fair, has not made it onto the
Current Reads (see below) but promises to be an enjoyable and informative read.

UPCOMING SOCIAL EVENTS
The Annual OWLS Quiz at the Kensington (date tbc)
Suffrage Day Breakfast: 21 September (venue tbc)
Christmas Lunch: 2 December (venue tbc)
CPD
We are pleased to announce two CPD events:
●
●

WISEOWLS panel discussion - Thursday 26 August
Indigenising the Law Degree panel discussion - Thursday 16 September

TE REO MĀORI
From now on, we are going to start and finish our monthly OWLS meetings with karakia, and
we’ll be saying Karakia mō te Kai before we eat communally.

SUBMISSIONS
On 20 May 2021 OWLS provided feedback in response to the Law Society’s draft Terms of
Reference for the Independent Review of the statutory framework for legal services in
Aotearoa New Zealand.
OWLS also provided feedback to the Law Society on the Guidance on professional
standards and reporting obligations.
Thanks to Lizzy for taking the lead on these submissions.
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We are thrilled to announce that Judge Coral Shaw, the Chair of the Royal Commission of
Inquiry into Historical Abuse in State Care has kindly agreed to deliver the address on
Wednesday 20 October 2021.

TO READ & TO WATCH
Winter’s the time to get cosy, Hygge etc, put the fire on and settle down to a good read or
series. If you’re stuck for something new to read or watch, here are some recommendations
from the Committee:
Selection of all-times favourite reads:
● Lean in - Sheryl Sandberg
● Pride and Prejudice - Jane Austen
● Unreliable Memoirs - Clive James
● The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society
- Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows
● Eragon - Christopher Paolini
● The Rosie Project - Graeme Simpson
● The Wind in the Willows - Kenneth Grahame
● The Education of Little Tree - Forrest Carter
Current reads:
● The Seven Sisters Series - Lucid Riley
● The Glass Hotel - Emily St John Mandel
● Let’s Talk About Hard Things - Anna Sale
● Breathing Lessons - Anne Tyler
● Gangland: NZ’s underworld story of organised crime - Jared Savage
● Peter James - anything by - crimes series
● Liar’s Poker - Michael Lewis
● Walking - One Step at a Time - Erling Kagge
All time fave series
● Derek
● Line of Duty
● Parks and Recreation
● Pride and Prejudice (BBC version)
● Borgen
● Janet King
● The Office (UK)
● Broadchurch
● Superstore
Currently watching:
● Behind her eyes
● The Crown
● Bridgerton
● The Serpent
● Lupin
● Unforgotten
● The Queen’s Gambit
● Unorthodox

●

Love Island (UK) (oh dear me)

If you have any ideas about what you might like to see OWLS offer, please get in touch.
In the meantime,
Ngā mihi nui,
Grace Ockwell
OWLS Convener 2021

