OWLS CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2020
Meri Kirihimete and welcome to the OWLS Christmas newsletter!
As 2020 comes to a close, we would like to thank you for your support of OWLS. Although this year has
been particularly challenging, women in the Otago legal profession have achieved incredible things.
There have been many exciting developments, with appointments including Coroner Cunninghame,
Judge Broek, soon-to-be Judge Hambleton, Rachel Brooking becoming a member of parliament, women
becoming partners or striking out on their own, women welcoming new additions to their families,
women taking the plunge to start new jobs, and of course women admitted to the bar in Otago this year
and joining us as new solicitors.
So while it has been a difficult year, there is much to celebrate and we congratulate all the women in the
Otago profession on their successes in 2020.
We have are also proud of what we have achieved as the OWLS committee for 2020, despite the
restrictions and uncertainties. In particular, we were thrilled to be able to host the 24 th Annual New
Zealand Law Foundation Ethel Benjamin Address, delivered by Judge Ida Malosi (full update below). We
were able to continue with our annual OWLS events, such as the OWLS Quiz night, Suffrage Day lunch,
and the OWLS Christmas lunch. We also welcomed some new events to the calendar, including the very
successful OWLS Tramp, which we will look to host every year (full update, and photos below). We also
started a new initiative in response to the Level 2 rules – our small coffee groups. We have found the
coffee groups to be a great way to connect members in a more casual setting, and will continue to host
the coffee groups again in 2021. Finally, we were pleased to be able to offer events and connections in
Central Otago, through the hard work of our Central Otago representative Melissa Hammer. Thank you
Melissa for all your efforts!
Below you can read more about our highlights – the 24th Annual New Zealand Law Foundation Ethel
Benjamin Address, the OWLS Quiz, the OWLS Tramp, and an update for our Central Otago practitioners.
_________________________________________________________________

The 24th Annual New Zealand Law Foundation Ethel Benjamin Address
Thank you to everyone who attended the Ethel Benjamin Address this year. It was a huge privilege to
host Judge Ida Malosi. Judge Malosi grew up in Bluff to Samoan parents, and became New Zealand’s
first female Pasifika Judge when she was appointed to the District Court in 2002 with a Family Court
warrant. Judge Malosi has been a champion for alternative and culturally appropriate responses to
youth offending, and was instrumental in working with her Māori Youth Court colleagues in establishing
Te Kooti Rangatahi, and using this as a model for similar Pasifika Youth Courts. The success of those
Courts has been extensively reported, and they are looked to as examples for change more widely in the
justice system.

The title of Judge Malosi’s Address was “All Rise”, and she spoke about her desire to see everyone reach
their own potential, and to have limitless opportunities. Judge Malosi spoke about her own background,
and her influences growing up that encouraged her to succeed - her accidental feminist mother that said
to her “I didn’t raise you to sit at the back of the bus”, and her history teacher that recognised her
obsession with “justice, and injustice” and taught her about civil rights and the black power
movement. Judge Malosi’s Address was powerful, and personal, and she was joined at the end by her
daughter and three nieces when Judge Malosi asked them to stand and rise for the things closest to
their hearts.
Judge Malosi’s Address was a timely reminder about the privilege of opportunity, and how we can listen,
understand, and encourage each other.
OWLS is very grateful to everyone involved in the Ethel Address this year. After many cancelled events,
we were at times doubtful as to whether it would go ahead at all. We had huge support from the
Pasifika Community and the Otago University Pacific Island Centre, who gave Judge Malosi a traditional
welcome. We were also grateful to have Naomi Saulala from the Pacific Island Law Students Association
introduce Judge Malosi. Naomi did an outstanding job, and Judge Malosi commented that “there’s a
future Ethel Benjamin speaker”. We couldn’t agree more! A huge thank you also to our sponsors, the
Law Foundation, the Faculty of Law (particularly Professor Peart for the supply of a beautiful flower
arrangement), and the Williams Trust.
_______________________________________________________________________

Annual OWLS Quiz night
A very big thank you to everyone that came to support the Annual OWLS Quiz night in October this year.
It is always such a fun evening, and is guaranteed to be a regular on the OWLS calendar for years to
come.
We were overwhelmed with your generosity in bringing much needed donations for the Food Bank, and
for all the raffle tickets purchased – we raised over $1,500 in cash which was also donated to the Food
Bank.
The OWLS Quiz cannot be held without the support of our sponsors, many of whom generously provide
us with prizes for the raffle year on year. We know that this has been a particularly difficult year for
small businesses, and we are grateful that our sponsors chose to continue to support us.
_______________________________________________________________________

Inaugural OWLS Tramp at Paradise
Ten OWLS enjoyed a very pleasant long weekend (counts as a long w/e if you leave work midday Friday)
away at Paradise on November 13-15. Highlights en route included an ice-cream in Lawrence, dinner at
Yonder in Queenstown el fresco in a balmy 26 degrees and the beautiful drive up the lake with the
obligatory tourist shot at a windy Bennett’s Bluff. Highlights at Paradise included:
• several games of Molkky - the ‘oldies’ vs ‘the youngsters’ with the end result being a
draw. Stellar shot of the weekend goes to Florence for a long-range winner under enormous
pressure.
• Swimming in Diamond Lake (warmish) and Lake Wakatipu (chilly)
• Bush walks around the base of Mt Alfred and Paradise
• Playing the game Famous
• Relaxing and enjoying spending time together

In addition to being a crack Molky stick thrower, Florence is also a talented artist - here’s her sketch
capturing the Garden of Eden at Paradise 2020:

_______________________________________________________________________

OWLS Central Otago update
This year OWLS had a Central Otago representative, Melissa Hammer, join the Committee. It was the
first time in a number of years that the OWLS Committee has had a member from the Central Otago
region. OWLS had recognised that its membership, events and offerings have been somewhat limited to

the Dunedin region in Otago and wanted to ensure female practitioners in the wider Central Otago area
had access to similar social events and learnings. OWLS wants Otago women to be supported and
connected across the entire region.
The Central Otago group had to wait to meet until the Government deemed it safe enough, but the first
meet and greet was a success with a number of attendees, and a Christmas lunch has been celebrated
too. We also streamed the Ethel Benjamin to Central Otago practitioners which was a novel first.
OWLS is aiming to build and strengthen its Central Otago reach in 2021. Watch this space!
______________________________________________________________________

OWLS 2020 Annual General Meeting
This year has been an unusual mix of time moving at a snail’s pace and then rapidly disappearing!
Notably, the OWLS 2021 AGM will be fast upon us. The date for the AGM is yet to be finalised, but is
likely to be in mid to late February. The speaker will be announced early in 2021, and you don’t want to
miss this one!
We welcome and encourage practitioners of all backgrounds to get in touch if they want to be on the
committee for 2021, and in particular if they want to be office holders (Convener, Deputy Convener,
Secretary and Treasurer). Nomination forms will go out with the notice of the AGM, but now is a great
time to give some thought to whether you would like to be on the OWLS committee for 2021! The
benefits of serving on the OWLS committee are that you gain experience in governance, but more
importantly you will meet and make friends with a wide range of women from the Otago legal
community.
Finally, thank you for your support of OWLS this year. We are really proud of what we have achieved
despite the difficulties of this year. Have a wonderful and relaxing Christmas and New Year.

