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It would be an understatement to say this has been a very busy year for the 2014 OWLS Committee. The year has been
full on from the very beginning, but the Committee put in a huge effort to pull the year together. This year we have:
! Hosted 15 events and focused on providing more variety in content and timing;
! Re-launched the Wise OWLS mentoring programme;
! Re-branded the website;
! Modernised communication with members through Facebook and these newsletters (as promised at the AGM!);
! Raised over $500 for charities; and
! Organised the main event of the year – the Annual New Zealand Law Foundation Ethel Benjamin Commemorative
Address.
The Committee has done a fabulous job and I am very grateful for their time and efforts. Their hard work has been
rewarded with a very impressive turnout of members to all events this year, so thank you all for your continued support.
The AGM for 2015 will be on Tuesday 17 February at Ombrellos. If you have any feedback or issues you would like to
raise, please let us know. The AGM is the main opportunity for members to tell the Committee what you want.
The OWLS Committee believes that it is important that we preserve the history and knowledge of our organisation, so
we are looking for feedback from our members on how best to do this. We are very conscious that we need to gather
together the shared heritage of OWLS while we still have access to so many members that have directly contributed to
that legacy. To this end, we will be calling for an “OWLS amnesty” in the New Year so that past Committee members and
Convenors can hunt out OWLS-related records for to us to put together in some way. We will be asking for support from
more senior members to help with archiving projects and to contribute to the accurate recording of the history of OWLS.
It is particularly timely considering we will be celebrating the 30th Anniversary of OWLS and the 20th Anniversary of the
Ethel Benjamin Address in 2016. This is a significant milestone and it would be great to mark this occasion with a clear
record and celebration of our history. So please put your thinking caps on and bring your ideas along to the AGM.
I hope you all have a well-deserved break over the festive season and wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas. I
look forward to seeing you all in the New Year.
Congratulations to our own Alison Douglass who was recently named as the winner of the New Zealand Law
Foundation’s 2014 International Research Fellowship. This is New Zealand’s premier legal research award and is
extremely prestigious. Alison will be given up to $125,000 to research the current New Zealand law on mental capacity
and to explore what changes are needed to ensure consistency with contemporary thinking and best practice standards.
This will involve research both in New Zealand and the United Kingdom. Congratulations Alison – We all wish you well!
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UPCOMING OWLS EVENTS
-----------------------------------------OWLS 2015 AGM
Tuesday 17 February 2015 at 5.30pm
Ombrellos
Drink on arrival and nibbles provided by OWLS
Dinner at members’ own cost
The OWLS AGM is your chance to appoint your 2015
Committee and tell them what you want to get out of OWLS.
It is also a lovely social way to start off the year. The AGM
will be followed by a dinner with a yet to be announced
guest speaker.
Please contact us at members.owls@gmail.com if you are
interested in joining the OWLS Committee for 2015.
Formal invitations and nomination forms will be sent to
members in the New Year.

Thank you to all of our members for
your ongoing support and stellar
event attendance this year. We hope
you have enjoyed the year as much as
we have.
The 2014 OWLS Committee wishes
you and your loved ones a safe and
happy festive season and we look
forward to catching up in 2015!

NEW WISE OWL

REMINDER:

We are delighted to welcome Jenny Beck as a
new Wise OWL. Jenny joins our line up of senior
practitioners and academics that have volunteered
their time to help and mentor their fellow OWLS
members. Please find some basic information
about Jenny and her contact details below. A full
profile will be available next year and will be
made available to members on our Facebook page
and via email request.
Jenny Beck
Jenny founded Jenny Beck Law
in 2001. Previously she
worked at Dunedin Law Firm
Caudwells, where she became
a Partner in 1997. Jenny has
worked in the legal field for 23
years and has extensive
experience in the Family Court
and the Employment Court Jurisdictions.

At the 2014 AGM our members
voted to increase the OWLS annual
membership fees to $50.
This change will take effect in 2015.
The membership forms will be
updated early next year and will be
easily accessible on our website:
www.otagowomenlawyerssociety.com

Email: jenny@jennybecklaw.co.nz
Phone: 479 0340

We welcome new Wise OWLS at any time,
so if you are interested, feel free to contact
the OWLS Committee to volunteer your
time to help other female lawyers.
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THANK YOU

FAREWELL:
We recently said farewell to one of
our Wise OWLS, Kirsten McLean,
who has left Dunedin for greener
pastures in Christchurch. We thank
Kirsten for her time and wish her
well in her new endeavour.
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PAST OWLS EVENTS
We have rounded off 2014 with another successful group of OWLS events, including the 18th Annual New
Zealand Law Foundation Ethel Benjamin Commemorative Address delivered by the Honourable Justice
Helen Winkelmann. You can read more about our recent events below.
----------------------------------------------------

17 October 2014: 20 Year Lunch
The annual OWLS 20 year lunch celebrates OWLS members who have been
in practice for 20 years or more. This year Brenda Thom from Webb Farry
joined the 20 year club and was presented with flowers to mark the occasion.
Congratulations to Brenda and to our other OWLS members who have been
in practice for 20 or more years. This is a very impressive achievement.
This year the lunch was held at Two Chefs and it is fair to say that the two
course meal was delicious, especially the dessert! (It was so delicious in fact
that I forgot to photograph it!) This was a lovely social occasion attended by
approximately 20 members. It was a good opportunity to catch up with
colleagues and celebrate each other’s achievements. We look forward to
hosting this event again in 2015.

7 November 2014: 18th Annual New Zealand Law Foundation Ethel Benjamin
Commemorative Address
Her Honour Justice Helen Winkelmann, Chief High Court Judge of New Zealand, presented the 18th
Annual New Zealand Law Foundation Ethel Benjamin Commemorative Address at the Dunedin Centre on
7 November 2014. The Address was entitled “Access to Justice – Who Needs Lawyers?” Justice
Winkelmann spoke eloquently about the barriers to accessing justice and what she described as the “justice
gap”. There was a focus on the costs of accessing civil litigation and the rise in self-represented litigants.
The topic of the Address was very timely, particularly considering the recent changes to the Family Court
justice system and sparked some good discussion following the Address. The Address was extremely well
attended and OWLS were pleased to host another successful event with the help of our generous sponsors
the New Zealand Law Foundation, the University of Otago Law Faculty, and the Williams Trust. The
Address has been well publicised within the legal community and will also be published in an upcoming
issue of the Otago Law Review. The transcript is now available on our website
(www.otagowomenlawyerssociety.com) and the DVD recording of the Address will be available soon.
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19 November 2014: Wise OWLS Lunchtime Forum #2
Following on from the success of the first Wise OWLS lunchtime forum we held the second lunchtime
forum on 19 November 2014 at the Otago Branch Meeting Room in John Wickliffe House. The forum was
well attended by Wise OWLS and members alike and focused on different “pathways to success”. A
constructive discussion was had on the steps that members could take to achieve whatever “success” they
desire. As always there were some useful suggestions from more senior members about what they did to
get to where they are in their career. We also received some helpful feedback on the format of the
forums.

5 December 2014: OWLS Christmas Lunch
On Friday 5 December 2014 the annual OWLS Christmas Lunch took place at Plato Restaurant. The event
was very well attended and a festive time was had by all. Members were able to choose from a variety of
delicious fare, including beautiful fresh fish and seafood. The lunch was thoroughly enjoyable and was a
great chance for members to take time out in the busy lead up to Christmas to catch up with one another
and to wish each other a happy holiday season.
As is usual tradition, a collection was taken for Women’s Refuge and a total of $115 was raised by
members. This has been donated to Women’s Refuge, along with the $85 that was collected at the Suffrage
Day Breakfast back in September.
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11 December 2014: OWLS Trade Aid Evening
The last OWLS event for 2014 was a shopping evening at the
Dunedin Trade Aid store. The 10 members in attendance were
treated to drinks and nibbles courtesy of OWLS, and fair trade
chocolate, tea, and coffee courtesy of Trade Aid.
This event was a great ethically minded opportunity to buy
some last minute Christmas presents and decorations and to
learn more about the international communities that directly
benefit from Trade Aid. The 20 per cent discount kindly on
offer by Trade Aid also ensured that nobody left empty handed
(as the photos attest)! There is nothing quite like a bargain at
this time of year.
There is a huge range of products available in store, ranging
from baking goods, children’s toys, clothing, homewares,
furniture, and decorations. It all even comes beautifully gift
wrapped. I encourage all of you to have a look around the store
as you finish off your Christmas shopping. Thank you very
much to Trade Aid for hosting another lovely evening and we
look forward to having this event again in 2015.

OWLS OUT AND ABOUT
-----------------------------------------Inaugural Justice French Commemorative Address
Esteemed jurist Justice Christine French delivered the inaugural commemorative address to the Southland
Law Society, visiting practitioners, and Judges on 18 September 2014. Several OWLS representatives were
fortunate enough to be in attendance. During the address Her Honour aptly recounted Southland's legal
heritage and related its rich history to three challenging issues facing the legal profession today:
! The rise of self-represented litigants;
! Class actions; and
! New technologies.
While Her Honour acknowledged that many lawyers view the move away from paper-based systems as
actually creating more work and more expense, it did give Her Honour the chance to master the wonders
of the iPad in a recent trial. This was a far cry from 1880 where visiting Supreme Court Judges were
presented with a pair of white gloves if there were no criminal trials to signify the purity of the district.
So too, class actions funded by companies in exchange for a share of the winnings were no doubt beyond
contemplation in 1895 when Southland criminal barrister, Alf C Hanlon, defended Minnie Dean in the
famous baby-farming murder trial. Justice French informed us that even as public enemy number one his
closing address was met with an outbreak of spontaneous applause – how times have changed!
Now sitting on the Court of Appeal bench, Justice French assured everyone that she is very proud of her
Southland roots. Her love of the law was infectious and inspiring. Justice French reminded us all that while
the practice of law changes with developments in society, the underlying importance of the role of lawyers
has been constant. She summarised, “Wisdom comes in knowing when to embrace change, and knowing when to
resist it.” One thing is certain, there are a number of changes ahead for us all.
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