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Over the past few months the OWLS Committee has been very busy and we hope you have enjoyed some of the events we
have hosted for our members. It is fair to say that 2014 has been very busy for women in law.
OWLS hosted our own lunchtime career forum with Donna Buckingham and Christine Grice. The event was well
attended and was designed to be a catalyst to get members talking about actively planning their careers. The threads from
that successful event are already being developed through our Wise OWLS lunchtime forums. We are really thrilled with
the enthusiasm with which members have engaged with this initiative, and encourage you to take the time to review the
Wise OWLS profiles that are attached to this newsletter. Our Wise OWLS have volunteered themselves, and their time,
as part of this initiative and we are grateful for their contribution.
At the beginning of September I represented OWLS at the Canterbury Women’s Legal Association’s (CWLA)
Professional Women’s Conference. The event hosted high calibre speakers and built on supporting women in the
profession, particularly in light of some very unflattering statistics about our seniority within the profession. The
Conference was very worthwhile, and I would encourage members to think about attending this annual event in the
future. For those who are interested, I will be hosting a casual lunchtime discussion later this month to talk about the
conference. This will be an opportunity to talk about the event itself, rather than all of the complex issues discussed.
NZLS CLE Ltd is hosting the “Women in Law – and the Corner Office” conference in Wellington and Auckland. We have
been in discussion with our sister organisations to look into having the conference brought to a South Island location, as the
cost of accommodation and travel can be an additional barrier to many of our members attending. While we were not able
to bring the conference to the South Island (and recognising the above conference hosted by CWLA is very similar), we
have been working with NZLS CLE Ltd to have the conference streamed live for OWLS members (at a similar cost). This
will take some organising, and is dependent on numbers, so if you are interested please get in touch with the Committee.
For further details please refer to the email about this, which you should have received earlier in the week.
OWLS was also delighted to see Justice Christine French celebrate her Inaugural Address in Invercargill on 18 September
2014. Justice French has always been a strong supporter of OWLS and it was great to see this event so well supported by
the Judiciary and the profession alike. Several of our OWLS members made the trip south to support the Address and
there will be a report about this in our next newsletter.
And last, but certainly not least, while we are talking about great women in law, the 18th Annual New Zealand Law
Foundation Ethel Benjamin Commemorative Address will be held on Friday 7 November 2014. The Committee is
delighted to host Justice Helen Winkelmann, Chief High Court Judge of New Zealand, as this year’s speaker. Many of you
will have seen the article on the Address and your invitation in the latest edition of Cur Adv Vult. We hope you will all
join us in celebrating Ethel’s historic pioneering spirit, and continue to support and celebrate the achievement of women
in the law.
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UPCOMING OWLS EVENTS

SAVE THE DATE:

-----------------------------------------20 Year Lunch
Friday 17 October 2014 at 12 noon
Two Chefs
Lunch at members’ own cost
This is a great opportunity to celebrate those OWLS
members who have been practicing for 20 years or more.
-----------------------------------------Wise OWLS Lunchtime Forum #2
Coming soon in November
Date and time to be confirmed
NZLS Branch Meeting Room
Level 4, John Wickliffe House
Bring your own lunch
A great chance to discuss career issues informally with
our 2014 Wise OWLS.
-----------------------------------------Trade Aid Shopping Evening
Coming soon in December
Date and time to be confirmed
Dunedin Trade Aid Store, 133 George Street
Drinks and nibbles provided by OWLS
A great chance to get some of your Christmas shopping
done early and hear about some Trade Aid products.
------------------------------------------

Friday 5 December 2014
OWLS Annual Christmas Lunch
Plato Cafe
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OWLS IS NOW ON FACEBOOK
The OWLS Facebook page is intended to
be a more informal way for the Committee
to communicate with our members. We
hope that it can also become a forum for
OWLS members to communicate with each
other.
To join the OWLS Facebook page:
1. Log in to Facebook
2. Type Otago Women Lawyers’ Society
into the Facebook search box
3. Ask to join the group
OWLS WEBSITE
Check out our new website at:
http://otagowomenlawyerssociety.com
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PAST OWLS EVENTS
It has been a busy few months for OWLS since the last newsletter in July. We have once again held a
mixture of social and educational activities across a range of different times. Check out what we have been
up to below.
We always welcome feedback on our events and event ideas from our members. Please feel free to contact
us at members.owls@gmail.com or via our Facebook page.
----------------------------------------------------

30 July 2014: Wise OWLS Re-Launch
The concept of Wise OWLS as an informal mentoring programme for our
members was suggested several years ago, but never quite came to fruition. This
year’s committee decided to get this important programme up and running in
2014. The current Wise OWLS initiative is designed to provide an informal
setting for OWLS members who are experiencing difficulties to contact an
experienced practitioner for advice and assistance. We asked for volunteers to
become Wise OWLS and were delighted with the response we received.
To resume the initiative in style, we held a Wise OWLS Re-Launch in the
Anderson Lloyd Boardroom. This event proved to be very popular, with over
30 OWLS members in attendance. The Wise OWLS who were able to attend
introduced themselves and explained how they might be helpful to other OWLS
members. It was a very relaxed opportunity to get to know our Wise OWLS
better over a glass of (very appropriately named!) wine and some tasty nibbles
provided by OWLS.
Based on the positive feedback received, it seems like Wise OWLS will be a
very enjoyable and successful enterprise. For more detailed information about
the 2014 Wise OWLS please see the attached profiles and check out the Wise
OWLS tab on our website.

7 August 2014: Women in Law Career Planning Forum
On 7 August 2014 OWLS hosted a lunchtime women in law career planning event at the NZLS Otago
Branch meeting room. The discussion was led by Christine Grice, the Executive Director of the New
Zealand Law Society, who travelled to Dunedin especially for the event. Associate Professor Donna
Buckingham, who is a life member of OWLS, and one of our 2014 Wise OWLS, facilitated the discussion.
The forum was designed to follow up on the NZLS Women in the Legal Profession Initiative and promote
discussion on developing a successful career in law for female practitioners. Christine provided a valuable
explanation of the paths and opportunities she took, from beginning in practice, to her successes today, and
led a discussion with Donna about the various paths and opportunities currently available to women in the
law.
OWLS provided refreshments and a light lunch. The event was very well attended by members, and has
helped facilitate ongoing discussions around career planning and succeeding as female practitioners. OWLS
is very grateful to both Christine and Donna for sharing their time, experience, and expertise with our
OWLS members.
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10 September 2014: Wise OWLS Lunchtime Forum #1
Following on from our successful Wise OWLS Re-Launch in July, we held a lunchtime forum with our
Wise OWLS and members at the Otago Branch Meeting Room in John Wickliffe House. This was an
informal roundtable discussion that focused on both the pitfalls and positive aspects of working part-time.
We heard from Wise OWLS and other OWLS members who had chosen to work fulltime, flexible full
time, and part-time (encompassing a range of hours) for a variety of family and lifestyle reasons, and how
that choice worked for the particular individual.
This was a very practical and frank discussion, which generated a lot of helpful advice and things to think
about, particularly for our younger OWLS members who may be considering such issues in the future.
This was a very positive and well-attended event, attracting 30 members. A similar forum will be held
before the end of the year on a different topical issue. Thank you to all who attended, especially our Wise
OWLS.

19 September 2014: Annual Suffrage Day Breakfast
We held our annual Suffrage Day breakfast at Nova to celebrate 121 years
since New Zealand women became the first women in the world to be given
the right to vote. This was once again a very popular event, despite the early
hour, and was attended by approximately 20 OWLS Members, including
special guest Justice Helen Winkelmann.
This year our speaker was Sandra Clair, the founder of Artemis, a successful
Dunedin organic healthcare range.
Sandra was an engaging and
interesting speaker and we all learnt a
lot about the history of family
healthcare and the important role
women have played in keeping their
families well through the ages,
despite this endeavour frequently
being under recognised scientifically,
and at times extremely dangerous for such women.
Sandra spoke about the range of heath teas and body care products she has
developed and, based on how quickly the free samples disappeared, it seems
these are going to become very popular with our members.
Thank you very much to Sandra for taking the time to speak with us, and to
naturopath Emily Boese for coming along to help. For more information
about the Artemis range please visit their website: http://artemis.co.nz.
During breakfast this year OWLS also took a collection for Women’s
Refuge to give back to New Zealand women less fortunate than ourselves.
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