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CONVENOR’S REPORT: Kate O’Boyle 

It is fair to say that 2015 really is speeding by. I am not sure how it is November already – it will be Christmas before 
we know it! 

The OWLS Committee has been very busy for the last few months providing you with a whole host of different 
social and educational events as you can see from this very full newsletter. We still have several events left before the 
end of the year and so we hope to see you at one or more of them. Please see page two of the newsletter for more 
information about the upcoming events, including the ever-popular annual Christmas Lunch. 

We are, of course, very excited to be bringing you the 19th Annual New Zealand Law Foundation Ethel Benjamin 
Commemorative Address this Friday 6 November 2015. The address will be delivered by Her Honour Justice 
Christine French and will be about the “Role of the Judge in Sentencing”. I am sure this will be a fantastic occasion 
and I am looking forward to seeing many of you there in support of Justice French and OWLS. 

This week also provides an exciting opportunity for our members to be involved in the OWLS History Project to 
commemorate our 30th anniversary in 2016. Janet November has kindly agreed to be a part of this project and 
would like to meet with as many current and former OWLS as possible to hear about their experiences. To facilitate 
this, Janet is in town this weekend until Monday 9 November. If you want to make an appointment to meet Janet (or 
discuss over the phone at any other time) please email her at janetnovember@gmail.com.    

I would like to take this opportunity to formally congratulate former Dunedin barristers Lynne Harrison and Jim 
Large on their appointments to the bench. This is a fantastic achievement. We held a lovely OWLS event in Lynne’s 
honour in August, which you can check out on page five. 

On a more personal note, I am sad to report that two members of the 2015 OWLS Committee have left in recent 
months to further their careers outside of Dunedin. Sarah McNeill served on the Committee for three years (two of 
which as secretary) and was a very active and hard-working Committee member. Catey Boyce joined the Committee 
in 2015 and helped organised several fantastic events for members this year. We are very sad to see them go and will 
miss them both. 

Thank you for your continued support this year and I look forward to seeing you before the end of the year! 
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OWLS SOCIAL MEDIA  
Don’t forget to check out the OWLS 

website (otagowomenlawyerssociety.com) and 
to join the OWLS Facebook page.  

  

To join the OWLS Facebook page: 
1. Log in to Facebook  
2. Type Otago Women Lawyers’ Society 

into the Facebook search box 
3. Ask to join the group 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
JUDGE HARRISON AND 

JUDGE LARGE  
OWLS is delighted by the recent judicial 

appointments of former Dunedin 
barristers Lynne Harrison and Jim Large.  
Lynne was sworn in on 20 August 2015 

and will serve in the New Plymouth 
District Court with a Family Court 

warrant. 
Jim was sworn in on 24 August 2015 and 

will serve in the Palmerston North 
District Court with a jury warrant. 

 OWLS wishes you both well in your new 
positions and we know you will do 

Dunedin proud. 

 

UPCOMING OWLS EVENTS 
 

------------------------------------------ 
2015 OWLS Trade Aid Shopping Evening  

Thursday 26 November 2015 at 5.30pm 
Trade Aid 

Drinks and nibbles will be provided 
This will be a fantastic opportunity to stock up on some 

Christmas presents and learn more about how some 
popular Trade Aid products are made. 

Please RSVP to members.owls@gmail.com 
 

------------------------------------------ 
OWLS Christmas Lunch  

Friday 4 December 2015  
Plato Café 

This is a fantastic way to end another busy year of 
OWLS events. Please join us in celebrating a successful 

year and a happy and safe festive season.  
Lunch is at 

members’ own 
cost. More 

details about the 
menu will be 

provided closer 
to the time. 

Please RSVP to members.owls@gmail.com
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PAST OWLS EVENTS 
OWLS has had a very busy year so far and has hosted a whole variety of different social and educational 
events at different times to try and accommodate our members’ busy lives as much as possible. Check out 
the details of these events below.  
We always welcome feedback on our events and event ideas from our members. Please feel free to contact 
us at members.owls@gmail.com or via our Facebook page. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
8 May 2015: Celebratory Dinner for Judge Farnan  

A large and happy group of OWLS attended a dinner at the Customhouse to celebrate Judge Farnan’s 
appointment to the Invercargill District Court. Based on the fact the final guests did not leave until nearly 
midnight, it is safe to say that a fun evening was had by all and Judge Farnan’s appointment was well and 
truly celebrated in style (despite uncooperative airplanes)! Congratulations again Judge Farnan! 

OWLS HISTORY PROJECT: 
WE NEED YOUR HELP!  

You will probably already be aware that 
Janet November has kindly agreed to write a 
History of OWLS to coincide with our 30th 
Anniversary next year.  
Janet is keen to meet influential early OWLS 
and all other members/former members who 

are interested in being involved. Janet will be in Dunedin over the weekend of the 19th Annual Law 
Foundation Ethel Benjamin Commemorative Address (6-9 November). If you are interested in talking to 
her over this weekend, please send her an email at janetnovember@gmail.com.  
She is keen to meet with and interview as many OWLS as possible during this time or by phone at any 
other time. She is particularly keen to hear from those who gave us their contact details earlier this 
year. Thank you in advance for your help! 

LOOKING FOR FORMER OWLS 
As part of the OWLS History Project we are trying to 

track down two of the early OWLS Committee Members 
that we no longer have contact details for - Glen 
Houghton and Julie Kennedy. If you know how to 
contact either Glen or Julie, please let us know by 

emailing members.owls@gmail.com. 
Thank you! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
OWLS would like to publicly acknowledge 

Kathy Grant’s appointment as 
Commissioner of the Southern District 
Health Board. Congratulations Kathy! 
We wish you all the best with your new 

and challenging role. 



 

 4 

 A parliament of owls      NOVEMBER 2015, Issue 2
  

---------------------------------------------------- 
27 May 2015: OWLS Pink Ribbon Morning Tea  

On Wednesday 27 May OWLS hosted our annual Pink Ribbon 
Morning Tea at Gallaway Cook Allan to raise money to for the 
New Zealand Breast Cancer Foundation. The event was well 
attended by members (dressed in a sea of pink attire!) and 
everyone enjoyed the scrumptious pink treats on offer. It turns 
out that this year’s Committee are quite handy bakers! The 
event raised a total of $389.60 ($60 more than last year) from 
donations taken on the day, donations made online, and the 
selling of leftover baking. A great team effort! 

---------------------------------------------------- 
10 June 2015: Wise OWLS Lunchtime Forum #1  

On Wednesday 10 June 
OWLS hosted our first Wise 
OWLS Lunchtime Forum of 
the year in the Anderson 
Lloyd Boardroom. About 20 
members attended the event 
and discussed a range of 
issues particularly relevant to 
newer members of the legal 
profession, such as how to get 

the most out of mentoring, how to be accountable at work, and what counts as appropriate work attire. 
These topics promoted a lively and frank discussion from all of those in attendance and we thank our Wise 
OWLS for their words of wisdom as always. We will have another Lunchtime Forum later in the year. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
9 July 2015: OWLS Mid-Winter Christmas 

Dinner 
On Thursday 9 July OWLS hosted our annual mid-winter 
Christmas dinner, which this year was held at Café Rue. 
Members once again enjoyed a glass or two of mulled wine 
(due to its roaring success last year) to warm us up on a chilly 
Dunedin evening. It was great to see some new faces at this 
event, alongside our regular event-goers. Dessert was a great 
hit – especially the chocolate one accompanied by a shot of 
liquor! Everybody seemed to enjoy having a good catch up as 
usual and we look forward to holding this event next year. 
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---------------------------------------------------- 
16 July 2015: OWLS Archiving Event 

On Thursday 16 July a small but dedicated group of OWLS members 
attended our first archiving event at Gallaway Cook Allan where we 
delved into our historic records in preparation for the History Project 
for our 30th Anniversary next year. Those who attended the event 
were rewarded with the opportunity to see a whole host of old 
treasures – some of which were rather entertaining as the photos 
illustrate! We are grateful for those members who have donated their 
OWLS archives to us (especially Donna Buckingham who had already 
organised a lot of historic material into indexed folders) and we remind 
those of you who still have such things stashed away in your offices to 
get in touch with us. 

 

---------------------------------------------------- 
23 July 2015: Standing for the Otago Regional Council and the Standards 

Committee 
On Thursday 23 July OWLS hosted an interesting educational event at the Otago Branch Meeting Rooms 
informing members about what is involved in standing for the ORC and the Standards Committee with the 
aim of encouraging more women to apply for these important roles. We are extremely grateful to Louise 
Croot from the Otago Regional Council and Janie Kilkelly, NZLS Legal Standards Officer (alongside Teresa 
Chan) for giving up their time to speak to us and for making such interesting and informative presentations. 
The OWLS in attendance certainly left knowing a lot more about both organisations and hopefully will be 
heartened to apply for these roles as they become available. One memorable fact we all learnt from Louise 
at the ORC was about the growing wallaby problem in Otago – who knew!? 

 

---------------------------------------------------- 
11 August 2015: Celebratory Drinks and Nibbles for Judge Harrison 

On Tuesday 11 August OWLS was delighted to host drinks and nibbles at Ombrellos Café and Bar to 
celebrate Judge Harrison’s judicial appointment to the New Plymouth District Court. Many OWLS 
members were present to join in the celebrations and to wish Judge Harrison well in her new role. This was 
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a very special event for everyone involved. 
Congratulations again Judge Harrison! We are so 
happy for you. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
3 September 2015: Diversity in the Law Event 

On Thursday 3 September OWLS and the Otago Branch of the New Zealand Law Society jointly hosted an 
interactive panel discussion on Diversity in the Law in the Otago Branch Meeting Rooms and how 

improving it can greatly benefit businesses. Our 
own Bridget Irving very ably chaired the panel 
discussion and the panelists consisted of Chris 
Moore (the President of the New Zealand Law 
Society), Megan Bartlett, Phil Page, and Taryn 
Gudmanz. There were nearly 50 people present, 
which was a fantastic turnout. We would like to 
thank Bridget and all of the panelists for their frank, 
insightful, and humorous comments, which were 
well received by all present. We are especially 
grateful that Chris Moore came down from 
Auckland for the event. The event certainly fueled 
a lot of interesting discussion during the drinks and 
nibbles afterwards and left people with a lot to 
think about.  

---------------------------------------------------- 
18 September 2015: Suffrage Day Breakfast 

On Friday 18 September OWLS hosted the annual Suffrage Day Breakfast, which was held at Ironic Café. 
Our guest speaker this year was the inspirational Deborah Manning, the CEO of Foodshare, a unique food 

rescue business that redistributes food that would otherwise be wasted 
to people in need via service organisations. It was fascinating hearing 
about how Deborah set up this business and shocking just how much 
food was previously wasted by commercial businesses in Dunedin. The 
30 OWLS members present left feeling full from the delicious breakfast 
and very inspired say the least. Thank you Deborah for taking the time 
to speak with us. I am sure you will get some OWLS volunteers as a 
result. 
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HUNGRY OWLS: 
“Bradosa” (Hearty Winter Soup) 

By Lenore Brady 
 

This is a hearty winter soup that has the flavour of being cooked for a long time, but is 
actually made in an hour or so. 

 

Serves about four hungry people/owls. 
 
Ingredients: 
! 200g of a dried spicy sausage like Chorizo 
! 2T oil  
! 3 onions 
! 800g pumpkin 
! 250g celery 
! 3 bay leaves 
! 1t fresh thyme 
! 2t fresh rosemary 
! 2x 400g cans of cannellini beans including liquid (or 1 cup of haricot beans soaked then 

cooked for 1 hour) 
! 500ml water 
! 20 de-pitted kalamata olives  
! 75ml of liquid from in with the olives (or 45ml water, 1T lemon juice, and 1T 

fishsauce) 
! 30ml fish sauce 
! 30ml lemon juice 
! 1t fresh ground white pepper (or black if you don't have white) 
! ½ cup frozen peas 
! 3T~½ cup parsley chopped 
 
Instructions: 
1. Chop the sausages into wee rounds then fry in the oil in a large pot. 
2. Once they are browned, put in the finely chopped onion, celery, herbs and chunks of 

pumpkin.  
3. Lid on for 40 minutes, on a low heat. Stir and check occasionally.   
4. Add the olives, beans (with their cooking or can liquid) and water. 
5. Bring to the boil. 
6. Add the fish sauce and stir then add lemon juice and parsley and peas.  
7. Eat and enjoy. 


