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CONVENOR’S REPORT: Kate O’Boyle
The year is now well and truly underway, so it is time for your first OWLS newsletter of the year! We had an
impressive turnout from members at the Annual General Meeting in February and it was great to receive positive
feedback, which recognised the efforts of last year’s committee. Our members’ ongoing support is greatly
appreciated. We said farewell to Bridget Irving and Rachel Brooking from the committee, both of whom have given
many years of support for which we are extremely grateful. The rest of the committee remained and we welcomed
Anne McLeod and Catey Boyce, who are both already actively involved in this year’s plans.
The 2015 committee recently spent an evening planning the events we will bring to you throughout the year, so we
hope you will enjoy them! We will be calling on members to help with our archiving project and preserving the
history of OWLS, in anticipation of celebrating our 30th Birthday next year. If you have any records gathering dust in
your office or are interested in helping please let us know.
OWLS has certainly had a lot to celebrate at a local level over the past 12 months, including Anita Chan’s appointment
as a QC, Alison Douglass’ prestigious New Zealand Law Foundation International Research Fellowship (which she
spoke to at the AGM), and, most recently, Bernadette Farnan’s appointment as a District Court Judge! Judge Farnan
was formally sworn in last week in a very personal ceremony as befitting the occasion. There was an extremely
impressive turnout from the profession (and our OWLS members), and barely any standing room remained in the No
1 Court. OWLS is very proud of Judge Farnan’s achievement, which we will be celebrating by hosting a dinner in her
honour on Friday 8 May 2015 at 7pm at the Customhouse. Please let us know if you wish to attend.
At a national level we were also delighted to see two of our previous Annual New Zealand Law Foundation Ethel
Benjamin Commemorative Address speakers making headlines:
!

Justice Lowell Goddard (who gave the Address in 2008) was appointed to head the inquiry into historical
sexual abuse of children in the United Kingdom.

!

Justice Helen Winkelmann (who gave the Address in 2014) will be elevated to the Court of Appeal from 1
June 2015.
OWLS is keen to ensure that we appropriately recognise and celebrate women’s legal achievements, so if you think
there is something that has happened that we may not know about please let us know.

Inside This issue:
2 Upcoming OWLS Events: Everything you need to know about
our upcoming events.

3

Past OWLS Events: Pictures and information about recent
OWLS events.

4-8 Our 2015 OWLS Committee: Profiles and pictures.
8 OWLS Out and About: Lynne Harrison and Bikes in Schools.
9 Crafty OWLS: Lenore Brady’s DIY Food Wraps.
1

A parliament of owls

April 2015, Issue 1

SAVE THE DATE:
Friday 6 November 2015
19th Annual New Zealand Law
Foundation Ethel Benjamin
Commemorative Address
Speaker: The Honourable Justice Christine
French – Court of Appeal Judge

UPCOMING OWLS EVENTS
-----------------------------------------OWLS Celebratory Dinner for the
Appointment of Bernadette Farnan as a
District Court Judge
Friday 8 May 2015 at 7pm
Customhouse
Wine provided by OWLS
$65 three course set menu at members’ own cost
Bernadette has been a long-standing and loyal OWL
and we are very proud of her achievements. This is a
special opportunity to celebrate Bernadette’s
appointment and farewell her from Dunedin in style.
Please RSVP to members.owls@gmail.com
by Friday 24 April 2015
OWLS HISTORY PROJECT
The 2015 Committee is currently considering how best to
preserve and document the history of OWLS, especially
in light of the society’s 30th Birthday coming up next
year. We are calling for an amnesty on all OWLS
documents from all former Committee
Members/Convenors and looking for expressions of
interest from members who want to be involved with the
Committee in this important project.
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OWLS SOCIAL MEDIA
Don’t forget to check out the OWLS
website (otagowomenlawyerssociety.com) and
to join the OWLS Facebook page. We are
hoping to encourage members to better
utilize the OWLS Facebook page in 2015 as
a way to communicate with other members
and to share relevant material.
To join the OWLS Facebook page:
1. Log in to Facebook
2. Type Otago Women Lawyers’ Society
into the Facebook search box
3. Ask to join the group

CONGRATULATIONS TO
JUDGE FARNAN AND
JUDGE BLACK
OWLS is delighted by the recent judicial
appointment of two local and extremely
well-respected practitioners Bernadette
Farnan and Tim Black.
Bernadette was sworn in on 16 April
2015 in Dunedin and will serve in the
Invercargill District Court with a jury
warrant and as a Family Court Judge.
Tim was sworn in on 17 April 2015 in
Dunedin and will serve in the Palmerston
North District Court with a Family Court
warrant.
OWLS wishes you both well in your new
positions and we know you will do
Dunedin proud.
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PAST OWLS EVENTS
The 2015 OWLS Committee is looking forward to bringing you a wide range of events this year. We once
again plan to provide a mixture of social and educational activities across a range of different times to
accommodate members’ busy lives as much as possible. Check out the details of our first two events below.
We always welcome feedback on our events and event ideas from our members. Please feel free to contact
us at members.owls@gmail.com or via our Facebook page.
----------------------------------------------------

17 February 2015: OWLS 2015 AGM
The OWLS Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday, 17
February 2015 at Ombrellos Bar and Restaurant. The meeting
was well supported, with a good turnout of members. The
AGM began with members catching up with each other over a
friendly drink and some nibbles, before the business part of the
evening began. Firstly, the 2015 Committee was established.
We have a full OWLS Committee again this year, with two
new committee members, Catey Boyce and Anne McLeod,
joining the Committee. Rachel Brooking and Bridget Irving
have stepped off the Committee this year after many years and
we thank them for their service.
As well as general business matters, discussions were also held
about the upcoming 30th anniversary of OWLS in 2016 and
possibility of an archiving/history project and/or celebrations
to mark that occasion. Discussions were also had about how
best to display Marion Thompson’s tea set, which has been
kindly gifted to OWLS by Sally McMillan.
After the formal part of the meeting was concluded most of
the members stayed on for a delicious dinner, during which
OWLS Committee member Alison Douglass presented a very
engaging talk on the prestigious New Zealand Law Foundation
International Research Fellowship she has been awarded and
the research she intends to carry out on the important issue of
medical consent and capacity in New Zealand. This project
will involve national and international research at the highest
level and we wish Alison all the very best in her endeavours.
All in all the AGM was a very successful and enjoyable event.
----------------------------------------------------

31 March 2015: MEET THE COMMITTEE DRINKS
On Tuesday 31 March, the 2015 OWLS Committee hosted "Meet the Committee" drinks at Di Lusso after
work. This has become an annual tradition as the first OWLS event of the new Committee year. The
turnout was impressive, despite a last minute clash with a Law Society event, together with the end of
financial year rush. The event provided a chance for members to share delicious nibbles and drinks while
mingling with their new Committee.
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2015 OWLS Committee
Convenor:
Deputy Convenor:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
General Committee:

Kate O’Boyle
Kimberly Jarvis
Elizabeth McKenzie
Sarah Eckhoff
Ruth Ballantyne
Karen Billinghurst
Catey Boyce
Lenore Brady
Alison Douglass
Anne McLeod
Sarah McNeill
Jessica Withnall

-----------------------------------------Kate O’Boyle: Convenor
Previous Involvement with OWLS: This is my second year as Convenor and
my fifth year on the committee.
Employment/Area of Practice: I am the Associate at Medlicotts Lawyers and
practice mainly Family Law.
About Me: I grew up in rural Southland and graduated with a BCOM and LLB
from Otago University. I enjoyed living in Dunedin so much that I never left! I
have practiced law for six years, with a focus on family law. This has been an
interesting and challenging area, particularly with the new family justice changes. I
have been actively involved with the Family and Youth Courts Association, the
Otago Branch of the Law Society, and the Dunedin Community Law Centre.
Outside of the law, I like to spend my spare time with my family and friends.
Something Interesting About Me: I proudly became an aunty this year, so I
am trying my hand at knitting in honour of my grandmother. Fair to say I have a
wee way to go yet, so any pointers for a beginner would be happily received!

-----------------------------------------Kimberly Jarvis: Deputy Convenor
Previous Involvement with OWLS: This is my third year on the Committee.
Employment/Area of Practice: Family Law – mainly relationship property.
About Me: I have a background in commercial litigation, but have recently
moved to family law. I am currently the CPD Convenor on the Otago Branch of
NZLS Council. Outside of work I love to spend time with my husband, family, and
friends. I am an avid veggie gardener, cook, and “trainee” runner.
Something Interesting About Me: I have recently taken up sewing and have
made an extremely expensive skirt (once you add in the hours it took to make at
my hourly rate...).
4
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-----------------------------------------Elizabeth McKenzie: Secretary
Previous Involvement with OWLS: I went to my first OWLS event on my
first day of work in Dunedin in 2013. I sat on the committee in 2014 and enjoyed
it so much that I'm back for a second year.
Employment/Area of Practice: I previously practiced employment law and I
now work as a Human Resources Advisor at the Dunedin City Council.
About Me: I grew up on a Mid-Canterbury farm and after doing the typical Kiwi
OE I returned to Christchurch to work in HR. I moved south to practice law and I
can't imagine living anywhere else. Outside of the office I can often be found
walking or running at Ross Creek or in the deli and wine section at Marbecks
Foodstore.
Something Interesting About Me: I used to have a dog walking business when
I was at Uni and I desperately want to adopt a chocolate lab!

-----------------------------------------Sarah Eckhoff: Treasurer
Previous Involvement with OWLS: Member since 2013, Treasurer 2014.
Employment/Area of Practice: Property/Commercial/Wills and Estates at
Gallaway Cook Allan.
About Me: I grew up in Dunedin, graduated with Law and Linguistics in 2010,
worked in London for a couple of years, before returning to Dunedin to complete
Profs in 2013.
Something Interesting About Me: I’m taking drawing and ballet classes this
year.

-----------------------------------------Ruth Ballantyne: General Committee
Previous Involvement with OWLS: This is my third year on the OWLS
Committee and I am looking forward to another productive year.
Employment/Area of Practice: I am a Professional Practice Fellow at the
University of Otago Faculty of Law specialising in family law research. I have really
enjoyed getting to know the local female practitioners over the past few years and
believe the link between “town” and “gown” is vitally important.
About Me: I am originally from Oamaru and moved to Dunedin to go to
University and never left. I love living in Dunedin (despite the cold!) and feel very
fortunate to live in such an amazing and affordable part of the country. In my spare
time I love to travel, take photos (of anything, everything, and everyone!), collect
old law books, hang out with my cat, and spend time with my partner, family, and
friends.
Something Interesting About Me: I have size 13 (Euro 45) feet, which makes
buying shoes very difficult (and expensive!), but does mean I am good at measuring
the square footage of a room!
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Karen Billinghurst: General Committee
Previous Involvement with OWLS: I have been on the committee since 2013,
and joined OWLS as a member in 2012.
Employment/Area of Practice: Senior In-House Counsel at Chorus NZ Ltd,
working on complex contracts (eg Telecom, Alcatel-Lucent, plus field service –
aka the guys in the white vans).
About Me: Early 40s, new-ish to Dunedin, two small children, living in St Clair.
Somehow I’ve ended up having a career in the ICT industry as an in-house lawyer
even though I can’t download music! I’m originally from New Plymouth and
arrived in Dunedin three years ago via Mt Maunganui, UK, Auckland, and many
years ago I graduated from Auckland University.
Something Interesting About Me: When I was at University I had a part-time
job as a postie. I was trained by Jim Hickie’s son and delivered mail to “the mother
of the nation” Judy Bailey. I also own a Ducati Monster 695!

-----------------------------------------Catey Boyce: General Committee
Previous Involvement with OWLS: I have been a member of OWLS since I
began working as a solicitor at the end of 2013. This is my first year on the
committee.
Employment/Area of Practice: I am a solicitor at Anderson Lloyd, in the
firm's corporate and commercial teams.
About Me: Having grown up in Blenheim and Christchurch, I moved to Dunedin
in 2008 to study law and biomedical science at the University of Otago and have
never looked back. Since graduating in 2012, I have tried to maintain my interest
in science, so having decided my sizeable student loan is not quite sizeable enough,
I am currently completing my Masters in Bioethics and Health Law part-time. In
what's left of my spare time I enjoy going to movies, shopping, skiing and spending
time with my family and friends.
Something Interesting About Me: I have a long standing dream to ring in the
New Year in Times Square in New York, which will hopefully be realised later this
year!

-----------------------------------------Lenore Brady: General Committee
Previous involvement with OWLS: This is my second year on the committee,
and third year practising as a solicitor.
Employment/Area of Practice: I work as a sidekick to Antony Hamel who has
a general practice (which is to say that I do anything that requires Antony to think
for more than two minutes).
About Me: Before working in the law, I trained as a
psychotherapist, taught English in Japan, and trained at
Toi Whakaari the New Zealand Drama School. I also work
as an actor at the medical school, and once a month I do a
stint doing cooking demonstrations in the Farmer’s
Market kitchen.
Something Interesting About Me: My cat moved in
the day I bought my house; her name is Sally Anne and she
is willful. (Pictured right; helping with application.)
6

3

A parliament of owls

April 2015, Issue 1

-----------------------------------------Alison Douglass: General Committee
Previous Involvement with OWLS: This is my second year on the OWLS
committee. I am newish to Dunedin having shifted from Wellington with my
family in 2011. OWLS has been a great way to meet other women lawyers in
Dunedin.
Employment/Area of Practice: I am a barrister with a broad litigation
background, specialising in health and disability law. I have been a staff solicitor,
partner and then consultant to Wellington law firm Tripe Matthews and Feist (a
smallish firm with 6 partners) prior to going to the Bar in 2008. I have an interest
in bioethics and I Chair ACART, the Committee that advises the Minister of Health
on assisted reproductive technology.
About Me: I grew up near Christchurch and I am very happy to be living in the
South Island again after 20 years in Wellington. Life is pretty busy in our household
as we have three teenage children at three different schools in Dunedin. My
work/life balance is constantly under threat, a common theme for women in the
profession (especially being an absent mother for three months this year!)
I have been fortunate enough to be awarded the New Zealand Law Foundation
2014 International Research Fellowship which will take me to England for three
months this year. When I return to New Zealand at the end of June I hope to make
myself more useful to the OWLS committee!
Something Interesting About Me: I have spent a lot of time being passionate
about the outdoors and being in the mountains, both in New Zealand and overseas.
It’s a surprise to me that this year my adventure overseas is not climbing mountains
but researching law!

-----------------------------------------Anne McLeod: General Committee
Previous Involvement with OWLS: I was on the OWLS Committee many,
many years ago.
Employment/Area of Practice: I am a Partner at Anderson Lloyd practicing in
the corporate commercial area.
About Me: After being a Partner at Anderson Lloyd in Christchurch for eight
years, I have been back in Dunedin for five years. It is such an easy place to live! I
have three children: Emily, Hannah and Luke. They keep me very busy with all
their activities – thank goodness everything is close by in Dunedin.
Something Interesting About Me: Life is pretty busy which reduces the
ability for "interesting" activities. Social activities centred around wine and good
food always help!

-----------------------------------------Sarah McNeill: General Committee
Previous Involvement with OWLS: I have been on the OWLS Committee
since 2012 and served as Secretary for two years.
Employment/Area of Practice: I work in the litigation team at Anderson
Lloyd. My practice is mainly civil litigation, in particular, commercial disputes,
personal and commercial insolvency, professional negligence, and insurance law. I
also represent clients in the criminal jurisdiction, and have experience in health and
safety and local government prosecutions.
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About Me: I moved to Dunedin from Christchurch via Queenstown in 2011.
Since then I have developed a love of Dunedin and recently found myself wearing
blue and yellow, rather than red and black, to a Crusaders v Highlanders match.
Something Interesting About Me: I have an embarrassing love of boy bands.

-----------------------------------------Jessica Withnall: General Committee
Previous Involvement with OWLS: This is my third year on the OWLS
Committee and my fourth year being a member of OWLS.
Employment/Area of Practice: I am a Staff Solicitor at Jenny Beck Law and
am a member of our busy Family Law and Property Teams. I am currently in my
fourth year of practice.
About Me: I'm a Dunedin girl, born and bred and Dunedin is very much home
for me. I studied at the University of Otago and also have a Bachelor of Arts in
History. I love to travel and holiday in Twizel, where I spent all my summer
holidays as a child. I like playing squash and touch, hitting the ski slopes in winter,
and walking my dog Tilly.
Something Interesting About Me: I love to dance! I trained in Classical and
Modern Ballet for about 16 years and then taught dance for a further four years or
so. I love performing on stage. If I wasn't practicing law, then I would love to be in
New York dancing on Broadway or in London dancing in the West End.

-----------------------------------------OWLS OUT AND ABOUT
Lynne Harrison – Charity Tour of NZ – Bikes in Schools
While we were all trying to
avoid the snow last week OWL
Lynne Harrison was biking
635km
from
Bluff
to
Wellington to support Dunedin
schools, which is a more than
worthy cause.
As Lynne says: “This event
started in 2011 and is held
every two years. Last time I
rode the North Island as an
individual. This time I am
biking in a team (the Spinstars)
and covering the South Island.
My teammates are Gabby
Morris, Bronwyn Shute, and
Sam Cross. Our chosen charity is Bikes In Schools. The charity has agreed to earmark the money that we
raise to build a bike track and provide a bike shed, bikes, and helmets (at a total cost of $50,000) for
Carisbrook School. The bikes stay at school and are available for all children to use. The results have been
outstanding in low decile schools and the children involved gain greater confidence and their learning and
concentration is improved. I am passionate about biking and am keen for kids to ride!”
If you would like to make a donation to support Lynne and her team in this very worthy cause please
donate here: <http://www.tourofnewzealand.co.nz/rb.php?team=242>. Donations are currently still
being accepted and will be gratefully received. Well done Lynne – We are very impressed by your efforts!!
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CRAFTY OWLS:

DIY Beeswax Food Storage Wraps
By Lenore Brady
Do you want to replace all the plastic wrap you use in the kitchen with a sustainable (and aesthetically
pleasing) alternative? Well, this is not the perfect trade, but in some ways it is better than plastic wrap,
and in all ways it is kinder to the planet and your wallet. The antibacterial quality and airtight nature of
the wrap makes it ideal for storing cheese, bread, and sandwiches and can also be used to cover bowls in
the fridge.
Ingredients:
! One $6 bar of wax from Bennie's Honey (on the building end at the Otago Farmer’s Market).
! Fabric (pleasing to you, the finer the better, don't use denim).
! A flat knife (for spreading the wax out when it is hot).
! A box grater (that will only ever be used for this – Please don't wash this in your dishwasher).
! An oven tray (that will only ever be used for this).
Instructions:
1
Heat oven to 180C.
2
Cut fabric to size. Work out what sizes will suit you. 2 or 3cm around the edge of a bowl is good. I
made a 42x42cm for my bread.
3
Grate the beeswax. It grates more easily at Dunedin room temp. Don't leave it in the sun.
4
Place cut fabric on the oven tray in a single layer at a time.
5
Sprinkle with wax, 2T or so per 20x20cm area. Place in oven for 75 seconds (use a timer).
6
Open door and check it is all melted (give it another 15 seconds if you need to).
7
Bring out and use flat of knife or old pastry brush to spread the wax to the edges.
8
Pick up tentatively by a corner and air dry for 20 seconds or so. It should be cool enough to use.
9
Admire.
10 If you don't think you have enough coverage of wax, then sprinkle with a wee bit more wax and
melt it again.
Care Instructions:
You can clean these in a sink of COLD water with a mild soap as if they are slightly flimsy dishes. They
should last about six to eight months. When the wax starts to crack, or look thin, just re-melt it a little in
the oven then spread as above. You may want to add another tsp or two of wax when you do this.
The Internet is abuzz (if you will forgive the pun) with blogs on how to do this, if you would like more
explicit instructions please consult Google.
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